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The noblest pleasure is the joy of understanding.
                                                   —Leonardo da Vinci March/April 2017

From the Superintendent’s Desk
This time of the year is frequently consumed with the 

development of the budget for the following school year and 
trying to predict what we may receive in state aid. It often 
seems like playing the lottery; you never know what you are 
going to get, but you always hope for the best.

At press time, I have received Governor Cuomo’s proposal 
for state aid but still have no indication from the legislatures 
what their counter proposal will be or what the numbers may 
be once the two sides come to an agreement. The governor’s 
proposal calls for an increase of $41,347 in added aid to the 
District, which is less than a 1% increase. This amount will 
not even fund the expected increases in salaries. He also 
has a couple recommendations dealing with state aid and 
how it is calculated that could have a negative impact on 
our District. I will be contacting our state legislatures and 
lobbying them not to approve his recommendations.

For some positive news on the budget front, our health 
insurance premiums for employees will not rise. Health 
benefits account for approximately 20% of the District’s 
budget so the zero percent increase in premiums will be very 
helpful. The school district also settled contracts with both 
the teachers and support staff so now all staff in the District 
are in a slightly less expensive insurance plan. Additionally, 
the rates that the District pays towards retirement have actu-
ally decreased by a small amount. The changes to health 
insurance and retirement will help to offset other expenses 
in the budget.

By the time this newsletter has been printed and mailed 
to you, I will have received the state aid proposals from the 
State Assembly and the Senate, but will not know how much 
aid we are slated to receive. We will not find out the exact 
amount of aid we will receive until the state budget is passed, 
hopefully on or before April 1. Having the information from 
the Assembly and Senate helps give us a better indication, 
however, to the amount of aid that we may receive.  

I want to congratulate our basketball teams for their 
successful seasons, the Drama Club for their outstanding 
production of Murder for Dummies and the students who 
participated in the All-County Music Festival. We definitely 
have a great deal of talent here in Morris.

—Mr. Matthew Sheldon, Superindendent

From the Principal’s Corner
As I look out the window and write this, the sky is gray 

and the ground is covered with snow. The groundhog saw 
his shadow and scurried back into his burrow to wait out the 
remaining days of winter. I, for one, am certainly looking 
forward to all the signs of spring that we will soon begin to 
see—the longer days, the green haze of buds on the trees, 
f lowers sprouting here and there, and warmer temperatures!

As we head into spring, there continue to be many exciting 
and innovative activities taking place here at MCS. There 
are field trips scheduled, assemblies planned, and commu-
nity/school events on the calendar. The baseball, softball, 
and track teams are beginning to practice, so we know that 
spring is just around the corner.

This year the 3-8 NYS assessments will begin at the end 
of March and continue into June. Please make a note of these 
important dates. 
English Language Arts Grades 3-8 March 28-30
Math Grades 3-8 May 2-4
Science (Performance Test) Grades 4 & 8 May 24
Science (Written) Grades 4 & 8 June 5

Over the last several years, the New York State Education 
Department has listened to the concerns of parents and 
teachers. As a result there have been changes to the struc-
ture and administration of the exams. Last year the exams 
had fewer questions and were untimed. Both those changes 
helped to alleviate test-taking anxiety for students. In 
addition, the assessments are not being used as part of the 
evaluation system for teachers and principals at this time. 

Continued on next page

Petitions for the 2017-18 Board of 
Education

Petitions nominating candidates for the office of Member 
of the Board of Education shall be filed with the clerk of 
Morris Central School not later than April 17, 2017 between 
8:00 a.m. and 4:00 p.m.

Each petition shall be directed to the Clerk of the District, 
shall be signed by at least twenty-five voters of the District, 
and must state the name and residence of the candidate. 
The candidate must be a voter of the Morris Central School 
District.

Please call Judy Matson at 263-6102 for more details.
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This year there are new testing accommodations in place for students with 
disabilities. 

The changes, mentioned above, were made to improve the testing experi-
ence for students and increase the validity of exams. As educators, we use the 
exams to help us improve curriculum and instruction so we can provide the 
most appropriate and rigorous learning tasks for your children.

Your help and support makes a big difference and we appreciate it. Below 
are some helpful hints for preparing and supporting your child during this 
busy test-taking period:
•	 See	that	your	child	is	not	absent	the	day	of	a	test	unless	he/she	is	very	ill.	
•	 See	that	they	have	plenty	of	sleep	the	night	before.	
•	 Provide	a	good	breakfast	the	morning	of	a	test	or	encourage	your	child	to	

eat breakfast at school. 
•	 Inform	your	child	that	this	is	an	opportunity	to	show	what	he/she	knows.	

The results will be used by teachers to plan future lessons. 
•	 Encourage	your	child	to	remain	calm	and	think	about	the	questions	one	at	

a time instead of worrying about the whole test. 
•	 Encourage	 your	 child	 to	 listen	 carefully	 to	 directions	 and	 follow	 them	

exactly. Encourage them to ask the teacher to repeat them if they don’t 
understand. 

•	 Advise	your	child	to	carefully	read	all	the	answer	choices	then	eliminate	
those that are wrong. This will increase the opportunity to select correct 
answer.

•	 Encourage	your	child	to	do	his/her	best.
If you have any questions or concerns regarding the NYS Assessment 

program, please feel free to contact your child’s teacher. You may also access 
information regarding NYS Assessments on the EngageNY website at http://
www.engageny.org/3-8.

As always, we are committed to helping each and every student achieve to 
his/her fullest potential. We appreciate your on-going support.

—Ms. Katharine Smith, Principal

Principal’s Message, cont.

It has been a busy time for CFES so far this school year. There are 34 high 
school mentors who are working with students in Pre-K, Kindergarten, and third 
through seventh grades. Mentors volunteer in classrooms assisting students with 
academics or activities. 

In early November, students participated in a mentor training program given 
by our CFES regional director, Dennis Fahey. The following day, the mentors 
hosted the first annual Veterans Breakfast. They helped decorate the cafeteria 
tables, prepare and serve the food, and conversed with the Veterans and their 
family members. A wonderful, patriotic musical performance was given by the 
middle school choir under the direction of Mrs. Ernst. 

The senior class visited SUNY Cortland and the sophomores ventured to 
Binghamton University. These college visits allow students to experience being 
on a college campus as well as exposing them to what academic programs, 
services, and activities are available to them. In the Spring, students in 9th and 
11th grade will have their opportunity to visit a college campus. It is the CFES 
team’s goal to show the students a variety of campuses throughout their middle 
and high school years. It is never too early for students to think about and prepare 
for their futures!

—Mrs. Kelly Catella, Guidance
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New Faculty and Staff
Nicole Cannon, Permanent Substitute Teacher

I became the newest permanent 
substitute teacher for Morris Central 
School in the beginning of December. 
My educational background includes 
a Bachelor’s degree in Childhood 
Education (grades 1-6) with a con-
centration in General Science through 
SUNY Oneonta. I’m working on 

a Master’s degree to become an Educational Technology 
Specialist, which is an online program, also through SUNY 
Oneonta.

I currently reside in Oneonta with my husband, our dog 
and our cat. In my spare time, I love to work on do-it-yourself 
projects, hike and go camping (in the summer), and especially 
spending time with my family. I’m honored to be working for 
a great district and be a part of such a tight knit community. 

Teresa Christman, Math Teacher
Hello everyone! My name is Teresa 

Christman and I began teaching 
Mathematics to the secondary grades 
January 2. I lived in a small town 
just outside the Albany area until I 
moved to the area about six years 
ago. I attended the State University of 
Plattsburgh for my undergraduate and 

graduate degree in Secondary Education. I have been teaching 
every course from 7th grade math to College Algebra since 
I’ve graduated college.

I love to cook but would much rather eat someone else’s 
cooking as there are always less dishes to do. I enjoy travel-
ing to new areas; one of my favorite places to go is Dublin, 
Ireland, and cannot wait to go back in the future. I am excited 
to be here at Morris and helping the students succeed.

Awkward Silence performs Murder For 
Dummies, written by Pat Cook

The show was a huge success. The crowd was modest, 
but they had a great time. 

The cast of 10 handled 17 parts. This is quite a feat! 
Isaac Whitbeck played five parts—the Psychiatrist, the 
CSI Agent, the Hair-Pin-Detective, Pete the neighbor and 
the Sis. “He was just hysterical,” commented a community 
member. Isaac had a great time. Montana Tyler and Michael 
Merchant each played two parts, as did Jeanne DiMaggio 
and Jenn Colburn.

We had to say goodbye to six seniors. Jeanne DiMaggio, 
a first year member of the club; Jenn Colburn, her first 
year as well, Michael Merchant who returned after a few 
years away from the club and Joe Card, a four-year member. 
Finally, we had to say goodbye to Deirdre Brett, the last 
founding member of Awkward Silence. “Deirdre has been 
in the club since its inception. She is a true talent on stage 
and off, and she will be sorely missed on stage and in the 
classroom,” said Joanne Telfer, Club Advisor. “I will miss 
all of our seniors, but it is always nice to see them move on 
to bigger and better stages.”

Awkward Silence will present the next Dessert Theater 
on June 9 at 7:00 p.m. in the cafeteria at MCS. It’s a tribute 
to Carol Burnett. It will be a show not to miss! Hope to see 
you then!

—Mrs. Joanne Telfer, Spanish

The Final Act
This year’s drama club, Awkward Silence, had several 

seniors including Bryan French, Jennifer Colburn, Jeanne 
DiMaggio, Joseph Card and Michael Merchant. There is 
one other senior that has been with Awkward Silence from 
there very beginning: Deirdre Brett. She is one of the found-
ers on the Drama Club. But sadly the last founder is leaving 
us this year. “My favorite play was Aprons; I performed 
that play in 8th grade. My favorite memory from Drama 
Club is when we all just have a good time and laugh during 
practice,” said Deirdre.

She and all the seniors will be missed.  Even though we are 
leaving the drama club, the drama club will never leave us. 

 —Joseph Card, Senior

Spelling Bee
Kate Morano won the District spelling bee with the 

champion word syncope, after an 18 round competition. The 
first runner-up was Kaitlynn Bliss, with Kiernan Burke 
as second runner-up.

Kate will now participate in the regional spelling bee at 
SUNY Oneonta this March. If she wins, she will compete 
at the Scripps National Spelling Bee in Washington, D.C. 
this spring. Other participants are as follows: 8th Grade: 
Kaitlynn Bliss, Baylie Boglioli, Miranda Carrabba, Mya 
Laubmeier and Kate Morano; 7th Grade: Laurel Brigham, 
Mackenzie Graves, Evan Kneaskern, Landen Tyler and 
Alex Page; 6th Grade: Kiernan Burke, Justine Norton, 
Carissa Richards, Finley Valentine, and Lincoln Waffle.

If you run into Kate, or any of the other participants, 
please share your congratulations for their accomplishments.

—Mr. Jerry Degan, ELA
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Derrick Anderson (2012)
My grandfather, father and I 

have had a family-owned busi-
ness here in Morris for quite 
a long time. We do excavation 
and construction; I have learned 
so much throughout the years of 
doing it, and in fact, I like it so 
much I wanted to broaden out 
to learn some new things and 
experience some new territory 

before I graduated high school. I graduated head of my class 
in BOCES natural resources while at Morris. I have many 
certifications from my education there. After high school, I 
jumped on a plane and worked in California, Colorado, and 
Texas on wind farms excavating power lines in the ground 
from wind towers to substations. When work became slow 
I came home and worked at Green Lumber company in 
Davenport as a welder and fabricated the second half of the 
mill from the headsaw to the resaw, to the trimmer. After 
that, I went back on the road on wind farms once work was 
busy again. Shortly after that, I found a career with the Town 
of Morris Highway Department. I am currently the Deputy 
Highway Superintendent; I have been there about three years 
now. I am still always learning new things every single day; 
situations are always different from dirt to blacktop, cul-
verts, ditching, and mowing plowing snow in a ten-wheeler 
(which is always something that I wanted to do ever since 
I was little. I used to watch the plow go by in the morning 
and thought it was so amusing and how awesome it would 
be to drive one). I am grateful for all the education that I 
have had from every teacher and coworker.

Ray Harrington (1972)
I graduated in 1972 from 

Morris and went straight into 
the military. After leaving the 
military, I found a job in 1978 
with the State Department of 
Transportation (DOT). I primar-
ily built roads all over Otsego 
County and somet imes in 
Delaware and Albany Counties. 
I started my work with the DOT 
as a laborer and through contin-

ued education and promotion, I retired in 2010, after 33 years 
of service, as a Heavy Equipment Operator.

One of the most interesting projects I worked on in my 
career was redoing Oneida Street in Oneonta, in entirety. 
We had to build special equipment to make the ditches. The 
whole project took longer than a month to complete. My job 
was never boring. My coworkers and I had fun; what I liked 
most about my job was the people I worked with. 

Where are They Now?
Playing in the dirt is where these former MCS graduates are. 

Joshua Bell (2007)

In 2009, I completed a two-year liberal arts degree with a 
focus on Math and Science at Tomkins Cortland Community 
College. I then transferred to the SUNY Environmental 
Science and Forestry (SUNY ESF) college in Syracuse, NY, 
where I completed a Bachelor in Landscape Architecture in 
2013. I moved to Philadelphia, PA, in 2013 to look for a job 
in Landscape Architecture, hoping to get in with a large 
firm. Instead, a job opportunity with the City of Philadelphia 
Parks and Recreation Department presented itself, so I 
applied and took the Civil Servant test for Park Manager 
Trainee in the Operations and Landscape Management 
Division in which I placed in the top four. Before knowing 
if I would get the job or not, I started school back up full-
time at Temple University for a Masters in Community and 
Regional Planning. Shortly after, I started with the City 
of Philadelphia full-time on October 20, 2014, as a Park 
Manager Trainee and quickly became Park Manager 1 in 
October of 2015 and was promoted to Park Manager 2 in 
October of 2016. I will graduate from Temple in the spring 
of 2017.

As a Park Manager Trainee, some of my responsibilities 
were to oversee the installation of multiple park plantings 
upholding a strict control on quality of plant and the appro-
priate procedures for planting. Another duty was to inspect 
and oversee all contractual work done within the park 
system, and organized the installation of Motorola radios in 
park vehicles. I was chosen as a project manager on a new 
work order management system where over the course of 
a year I led a team to gather park data and asset informa-
tion, work with the vendor to modify the program to fit our 
needs, and conducted the training of over 180 permanent 
park staff. After being promoted, the previous responsibili-
ties remained, on top of new tasks like requesting purchase 
orders for tools and other necessary items for the division, 
organizing and talking with vendors for infield mix, plants, 
and professional services, and attending important day-to-
day meetings.

Continued on next page

Joshua Bell (right, in blue), a Park Manager, and Christian Cooper 
(left), a seasonal maintenance assistant for Philadelphia Parks and 

Recreation, planting some flowers. (Marielle Segarra/WHYY)
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Victoria Goodspeed (2010)
After graduating in 2010, 

I continued my education at 
Tompkins Cortland Community 
College, eventually earning 
a degree in Creative Writing.  
With my second semester fin-
ished at TC3, I decided I needed 
to find myself a well-paying job 
to help alleviate the increasing 
debt I had built up from my 
coffee and Barnes and Noble 

addictions. My dad worked for Cobleskill Stone Products at 
the time, and he sweet talked the bosses into hiring me for the 
summer (Little did they know they were stuck with me for the 
next six years and counting!). I started off as the scale clerk 
at the quarry in Oneonta. It was the best way to be introduced 
to this work. I learned the ins and outs of how our products 
are produced and what happens to them after they leave our 
quarries. They trained me to operate the Crushing and Wash 
plants that produce the various sizes of stone we use and 
taught me how to operate equipment like the skid steer and 
loader. After spending a summer and a half in the quarry, I 
was then chosen to join the road crew. I started off f lagging 
on road construction sites—Yes, I am that annoying person 
with the Stop/Slow paddle making you late for work! I then 
had the opportunity to join the paving crew which entitled 
me to some shoveling, using math skills I told Mr. Shackleton 
I’d never use in my life and then some more shoveling.  
The people I work with don’t let me go home without a few 
blisters that’s for sure! The long hours and hard work this 
job entails is worth it for the everyday moments I get with 
my coworkers. Plus, I get laid off during the winter months 
which allows me to spend time using my Creative Writing 
degree! With this job I get the “best of both worlds” and I 
wouldn’t want it any other way! 

My time in Morris only goes back to 1998, so if there 
are MCS graduates who you know that might like to partici-
pate or who have interesting jobs, let me know at jwaff le@
morriscsd.org. Future articles include MCS entrepreneurs, 
sports industry workers, and educators. I won’t be able to fit 
everyone in, but I could use help reaching back for contacts 
from before my time here. Thanks!

—Mrs. Julene Waffle, ELA

Where are they now, cont.

College Chemistry 
Students in this class learn how chemistry is part of our 

environment while polishing basic foundational concepts 
in Chemistry. The outcome is that students will be able to 
develop connections between society and the effects on the 
environment. This three-credit course is fully transferable 
to any College. In October, students visited SUNY Oneonta 
and observed a college-level chemistry class. A few faculty 
members shared their research interests and showed differ-
ent labs. Students showed a lot of enthusiasm and interest 
while attending the class.

—Ms. Vidya Nagarur, Science

How a chemist sees the glass . . .

Fifth Grade
Math: Summing it Up

These past couple months in math, we have been learn-
ing about fractions and how to use diagrams to show our 
work with Ms. Wellman. So far, we have learned how to 
add, subtract, and multiply fractions. Soon we will divide 
fractions. We also have been working on solving fraction 
word problems. Finally, we write expressions to match 
the diagrams, and then we evaluate our expressions. In  
Ms. Wellman’s class we learn new math concepts every day. 

—Yana King, 5th Grade
Science: Going Wild for Animals

In fifth grade science, we have been working on animal 
reports. We were able to choose an animal of our choice 
to research. Once we had selected our animal and gained 
teacher approval, we began looking for information on our 
animal’s physical characteristics, habitat, diet, and safety and 
environment. First, we took notes in our animal report folder. 
Next, we had to use our notes to form paragraphs. Then, we 
had to type our newly formed paragraphs on Google Docs 
by using our iPads. Finally, we had to create a presentation 
of our choice to present our findings to our classmates.  
We started presenting on February 1. 

—Tatiana McAdams, 5th Grade
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World of Technology
World of Technology is a class taught by Mr. Packard 

where the students deal with real world math problems that 
apply those math skills to various situations. When asked 
what his favorite thing about teaching World of Technology 
was Mr. Packard said jokingly, “Watching my class leave at 
9:00.” His real answer, however, was “being able to teach 
my students real world math skills that they will still use 
once they leave Morris Central School.”

Having a smaller class this year gives Mr. Packard the 
chance to teach personally, efficiently and effectively. All of 
his students have participated in various activities that test 
their math skills and problem solving skills. When asked 
about these activities one of his students, Selena Rathbone, 
Jr. said, “One of the activities that I found interesting was the 
GPS activity. It was fun to walk around the school grounds 
looking for ‘treasure’ and solving riddles.” 

—Nancy Yaeger, Senior 

Envirothon Bound

This year, Morris Central School Science students will 
be taking part in Envirothon! Two teams, of six students 
each, will be heading to Gilbert Lake with Mrs. Lindsey and  
Mrs. Grant on April 26. The local Leatherstocking 
Envirothon is hosted each year at Gilbert Lake by the Otsego 
County Soil & Water Conservation District. Envirothon 
focuses on natural resource issues within New York State, 
and is divided into four broad categories: Aquatic Ecology, 
Forestry, Soil and Land Use, and Wildlife. Students will be 
tested on their knowledge of these categories at six stations. 

Students will also present on the Envirothon “current 
issue.” This year’s issue is Agricultural Soil and Water 
Conservation Stewardship. Students will be researching and 
presenting on best management practices for soil and water 
conservation, how they can be implemented across New York 
State, as well as the best way to create balance between best 
practices and economically and environmentally sustainable 
agriculture in our region. Students will have the opportunity 
to use aerial photographs, topographic maps, soil surveys 
and real time data from across the state, to analyze and put 
together recommendations for Conservation Management. 

Envirothon is a unique opportunity for students to utilize 
what they are doing inside the classroom, to address local, 
real-world issues, explore local career opportunities in the 
sciences, as well as get to know other science students in the 
region. The winners of the local envirothon will advance to 
the NYS Envirothon, May 24 and 25 at Hobart and William 
Smith Colleges in Geneva, New York. 

The Teams are as Follows: 
Ag Science Team: (Adviser: Katie Lindsey)—Deirdre 

Brett, Sam Ernst, Rebecca King, John Stavola, Tanner 
Sutliff, Will Norton

Living Environment/Earth Science Team: (Adviser: 
Heather Grant)—Nate Edwards, Anthony Schoentube, 
Anastasia Edwards, Adrianna Sperry, Emma Ryther, 
Mackenzie Sutliff —Mrs. Heather Grant, Science

Earth Science students 
who completed their own 

lab exercises early, helped 
to test out the amount 
of reactants to be used 
in a 7th grade lab, and 
answered the question, 
“Just how much baking 

soda is needed to blow the 
cork off a water bottle?”

Students created 
Moon phases out 
of oreo cookies, 

by scraping off the 
cream into the 8 

phases of the moon. 
Apparently the 

moon is not made of 
cheese, but rather 

of oreos!
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Mix It Up in Chemistry
This year’s chemistry class is 

all about mastering techniques 
and skills in the laboratory 
that are utilized in professional 
laboratory settings. Mole Day 
was celebrated on October 24.  
Students from Chemistry and 
Col lege Chemist r y classes 
presented severa l  color f u l 
demonstrations for the sixth 

grade and seventh grade students. Several questions were asked 
by those sixth and seventh graders, who later told that they 
would take chemistry when they get to high school. In addition, 
several articles were read by the chemistry students to connect 
chemistry to the real world.

—Ms. Vidya Nagarur, Science

2017 Technology Education
The 2016-17 School year started with the creation of 

a Google-based Technology Education web page. The 
page contains current and past photos of student cre-
ations and designs. Descriptions of class work and write 
ups may also be reviewed on the site. The webpage may 
be accessed here: https://sites.google.com/a/morriscsd.
org/technology-education/. In addition to the web page, 
additional daily information about assignments can be 
found in PowerSchool. It can be viewed by clicking on 
the assignment name if highlighted in blue. A descrip-
tion of the activity or assignment is given. 

Later the 2016-17 Transportation class made CO2 cars 
and raced them. The CO2 car race was won by Matt 
Meyers. The spirited competition raced 10 cars in a 
double elimination bracket format. In the end, Matt lost 
only one race and was the new champion. The victory 
made Matt and his dad Rob the first father-son to claim 
the same title. In 1990, Rob Meyers won the race on the 
same track, 26 years ago. 

Design Drawing For Production 
class is cur rently working with 
the classes new 3D printers. The 
MakerBot was introduced to the MCS 
technology department in November. 
Students have created online accounts 
with the program TinkerCad. Through 

TinkerCad students create working 
drawings that can be reproduced on 
MakerBot or the XYZ 3D printer. 
Students have been making all sorts 
of trinkets and even useful thing such 
as phone cases.

The Manufacturing class at MCS completed a 
Christmas production run of 250 ornamental cutting 
boards. The packaged and labeled products were given 
to the senior citizens during the holiday brunch. All the 
items were produced in two weeks by six students. A 
production line with a product route sheet directed the 
students through the process. It was a great demonstra-
tion of push/pull manufacturing.

So far this year I have introduce more of an interest-
based problem approach with students. I don’t often say 
no to ideas to solve problems. By saying no to an idea 
could shut down creativity in a student. Today increased 
rigor in school is misinterpreted. The interest-based 
approach has students personalizing a design to their 
own wants and needs. The rigor is at a maximum in 
our classes because the design concept has to fit in the 
limitations and constraints we have. It has to function 
and give back more than it takes. Nothing is more rigor-
ous than making dreams become reality.

—Mr. Mike Packard, Technology

News from Elementary Guidance
Ways Busy Parents can Help Children  
Succeed on Standardized Tests

Standardized tests are used to measure student achievement 
and to tell schools which skills students need to improve. With 
information gathered from a standardized test, teachers can 
design lessons to raise your child’s academic performance. You 
can boost your child’s performance on standardized tests by 
following the tips suggested by The Parent Institute. These tips 
will help your child feel confident, well prepared, and ready to 
succeed on these important tests.
Attendance Makes a Difference

Teachers can’t teach students who aren’t in school. Research 
shows that regular school attendance can result in significant test 
score gains. So remember:
•	 Make	sure	your	child	is	in	school	every	day.
•	 Don’t	schedule	medical	appointments	during	school	hours	if	

at all possible.
•	 Don’t	take	your	child	out	of	school	for	a	family	trip	or	activity.
•	 Don’t	allow	your	child	to	be	tardy.	Have	your	child	get	ready	

the night before so he/she can get to school on time.
Good Health=Good Test Scores

Getting ready for a big exam requires more than just studying. 
Your child must be physically fit too. So don’t forget the following 
as your child prepares for big exams.
•	 Breakfast.	Get	 your	 child	 in	 the	habit	 of	 taking	 time	 for	 a	

nutritious breakfast every day. Even toast and a piece of fruit 
will provide the body and brain with energy.

•	 Sleep.	Get	your	child	into	a	regular	sleep	routine.	Most	chil-
dren need at least nine to ten hours of sleep each night.

•	 Exercise.	Encourage	your	child	to	exercise	every	day.	Exercise	
increases oxygen to the brain and helps with thinking and 
memory. 

These tips will help your child feel confident, well prepared, 
and ready to succeed on these important tests.

From The Parent Institute, 2012
—Mrs. Lorraine Miller, Guidance
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New Agricultural Science Class at MCS
This year has been very exciting for our science depart-

ment as we have added a new elective that has received 
great interest! Agricultural Science is a year-long science 
elective course that provides students with hands-on 
applications of agricultural science fundamentals and an 
introduction to agricultural careers and businesses. Areas 
of study include the following: the world of agriculture 
and history of agriculture, soil and plant science, plant 
science applications, animal and vet science, technology 
in agriculture, greenhouse applications, agriculture and 
the environment, and careers in agriculture. Students in 
this course spend most of the fall and spring working in 
the school greenhouses. The students are responsible for 
growing produce and maintaining the greenhouses under 
instructor supervision. 

This year’s class includes 23 students from tenth, 
eleventh, and twelfth grades. In the fall of 2016, students 
spent countless days ripping up sod and replenishing the 
soil in one of our school’s greenhouses (located near the 
soccer and softball fields). They also worked the ground 
between the two houses, cleaned and organized the garden 
shed, developed a mural design to paint on the shed in 
the spring, and constructed a game plan for spring plant-
ing. Before coming inside for the winter, the students 
also planted garlic that they will harvest right before the 
school year ends!

This class would not be possible without the continued 
support and help from our maintenance staff, community 
members, and community organizations! So far we have 
received almost $3,500 in grant funding. The students are 
enjoying the course, and wanted to share some of their 
thoughts with you:

“Ag Science has taught me how to plant different veg-
etables. I’m on the Planting Team and we have to look up 
how to plant certain things so they will grow. It’s not just 
digging a hole in the ground and putting something in it . . .  
it’s more than that,” said Deirdre Brett, Senior. “Ag sci-
ence is very insightful because it allows us to see how our 
food is made and grown,” said Emily Sellars, Senior. “Ag 
science was definitely worth taking. We have a lot of fun 
every day,” said Matt Myers, Junior. “Ag Science is one 
of my favorite classes. Learning how to plant and being 
outside half of the year is a fun experience,” said Ryan 
Funk, Senior. “One of the things I enjoy about Ag Science 
class is when we go outside and work in the greenhouses,” 
said Rebecca Rutte, Senior. “Ag Science is a really fun 
class because we get to learn about the way our food is 
grown,” said Tanner Sutliff, Junior. “Ag Science has 
opened my eyes to understanding how the food we eat 
daily is produced,” said Sheridan Parker, Junior.

—Mrs. Katie Lindsey, Science
Ryan Funk and Sam Ernst dissect 

sheep eyes during our animal 
and veterinary science unit.

Sam Ernst, Matt Myers, 
Sheridan Parker, 
Meghan Brigham, 
Deirdre Brett, and 

John Stavola rip out 
overgrown sod in the 

greenhouse.

Nick Grant-Hill, 
Rebecca Rutte, and Ryan 

Funk load a wheelbar-
row with topsoil to bring 

into the greenhouse.

Meghan Brigham, Rebecca Rutte, 
Tanner Sutliff, Montana Tyler, and 
Michael Merchant smooth out new 

topsoil in the greenhouse.

Deirdre Brett, Rella Osuna, 
Sheridan Parker, and 

Meghan Brigham plant 
garlic that will be harvested 
in the summer, dried down, 
and then used by our cafete-
ria staff in school lunches.
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Physics is Phun

Physics students have been learning 
about matter, energy, motion, and forces. 
During the fall, nice weather allowed many 
experiments to take place outdoors where 
the students calculated the heights of tall 
objects and the height of a thrown softball, 
using basic fundamentals of physics. Students 
enthusiastically built their own projectile 
launchers using Popsicle sticks and rubber 
bands. Later, students participated in an 
egg drop project competition. Students built 
devices using paper, popsicle sticks, and bal-
loons to protect an egg and the device was 
dropped from a height of 7 meters. Some of 
the eggs survived the fall.

In February, the students built roller 
coasters to test several physics concepts such 
as energy, force, and gravity. Many of the 
experimental procedures are written by the 
students themselves, and lab reports are held 
to college level standards. 

—Ms. Vidya Nagarur, Science
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Area All-State
The Music Department had six students attending the 

Area All -State Festival at SUNY Oneonta on November 
18-19. Area All-State is a very select group of high school 
students who are chosen based on their NYSSMA solo 
grade and level from the previous year. The students are 
from “Zone 8” which includes about ten different counties.  
The music they will perform is at an exceptionally high 
level.

Performing in the Mixed Chorus are Nate Edwards, 
Gabbi Eklund, Chino Osuna and Anthony Schoentube. 
Kassie Boss is performing with the Women’s Chorus and 
David Dugan is performing with the Symphonic Band.

Following the rehearsals on Friday night and Saturday 
morning, there was a concert at 3:00 p.m. Saturday, 
November 19. Mr. and Mrs. Ernst are very proud of our 
wonderful musicians!

The following students have been chosen for the 
All-County Chorus ensembles. All-County Elementary 
Chorus and Junior Chorus will perform at the All-County 
Festival held at Oneonta High School on March 2 and 4. 
All-County Senior Chorus performed at the Festival held 
at GMU on February 2 and 4.

Students chosen for these honors are as follows:
For Elementary Band: Amber Reilly, Justine Norton, 

Hannah Swayer for flute; Lincoln Waffle, Jason Strain, 
Finley Valentine for alto saxophone; Ethan Franklin for 
trumpet, Christian Valentine for percussion

For Senior High All-County Band: Tanner Sutliff for 
alto saxophone, Robert Child for trumpet, David Dugan 
for trombone, Nate Edwards for baritone

For Junior High All-County Band: Hannah Tilley, 
Kate Morano, Etaine Lalonde and Fiona Ventura for 
f lute; Molly Dugan, Morgan Valentine, Emma Ryther 
and Abby Maurelli for clarinet; Adrianna Sperry for 
bass clarinet; Katie Tilley for trumpet

Elementary All-County Chorus: Carissa Richards, 
Maddie Coleman, Yana King, Jessica Walling, Keirnan 
Burke, Aidan Ryther, Cirran Gorman and Garrett 
Aikins

Junior All-County Chorus: Madison Aikins, Anastasia 
Edwards, Mackenzie Graves, Abby Maurelli, Victoria 
Ranc, Leah Rehrmann, Emma Ryther, Adriana Sperry, 
Jacob Spoor, Katie Tilley, Landen Tyler

Senior All-County Chorus: Jeanne DiMaggio, 
Gabbi Eklund, Nate Edwards, Chino Osuna, Anthony 
Schoentube

Congratulations to all who were selected! We have a 
lot of talent at Morris!

—Mr. Doug and Mrs. Cheryl Ernst,  
Music Department

Finally Snow!

This winter, compared to last winter, has had snow!  
Ski Club is a very important club to the students of Morris. 
Every Saturday for six weeks every winter, the Ski Club trav-
els up to Labrador Mountain in Truxton, for a day of skiing 
and snowboarding. Students take lessons, learn new skills, 
socialize with friends, and have fun. Students enjoy Ski Club 
because it teaches them a sport that they will now know for 
the rest of their lives.

The Morris students all have different reasons for being in 
Ski Club as well. Some are there to enjoy the outdoors in the 
winter, some enjoy going down the mountain as fast as they 
can, and others try and see how far or high they can jump in the 
terrain park. No matter the reason, however, Ski Club indeed 
unites all of these students from Morris and helps them have 
fun and stay active during the winter months.

—Matt Harrington, Senior

Art on the Walls: First Graders are learning about 
Growing and Changing in Nature!
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Honoring our Senior Citizens
This year over 79 Senior Citizens of our community 

were honored on December 21, at the annual Senior Citizen 
Dinner. The Student Council and National Honor Society 
students and faculty and staff volunteered their time to set 
up, serve, and entertain our seniors during the annual meal, 
and clean up afterwards.

After being serenaded by members of the Jazz band, the 
Senior Citizens were officially welcomed by the Presidents 
of Student Council and National Honor Society, Robert 
Child and Brent Wist. Maureen Joy gave a blessing over 
the meal. Then Mr. Lynn Joy, a member of the Alumni 
Association and Town Supervisor, thanked the Senior 
Citizens for attending this year. 

During the dinner, Senior Citizens were entertained by 
student singers, musicians, and faculty and staff singers. 
The faculty and staff sang the happy and festive tunes 

of Dashing Through the Snow and Have a Holly Jolly 
Christmas. The walls were decorated with art made by the 
elementary students and the centerpieces, tablemats, and 
favors were wonderfully made by several groups, including 
Mr. Packard’s technology students.

Ms. Jacbosen and her cafeteria staff made 92 pounds of 
herb encrusted roast pork and 60 pounds of mashed pota-
toes, garnished with gravy, and served with candied sweet 
potatoes, cinnamon applesauce, cole slaw, mixed vegetables, 
and a variety of delectable desserts, many of which were 
made by faculty and staff volunteers. Volunteers were able 
to enjoy the leftovers after all was cleaned up. Everyone said 
the meal was once again a delicious wonder!

There were many hands that made light and successful 
work of this year’s program, as always. Thanks to all who 
volunteered and all who attended.

—Mrs. Julene Waffle, ELA 
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Three Cheers To . . . 
•	 Kayla	Hoffman	(safety	patrol)	noticed	a	student	struggling	

to carry her books and bags and jumped right in to help. Yay, 
Kayla! 

•	 Yearbook	students	for	working	hard!
•	 Drama	Club—Great	Show	in	January!	Very	entertaining!
•	 Three	cheers	to	the	senior	high	students	for	eating	all	their	

lunch! Waste not, want not.

•	 Three	 cheers	 to	 Rebecca	 King	 for	 her	 assistance	 in	 the	
kitchen. You are good help!

•	 Three	 cheers	 to	 our	 kindergarten	 class	 for	 cleaning	 their	
plates and trying new foods. 

•	 Lincoln Waffle for winning an essay contest for the Otsego 
County Conservation Association. 

•	 Welcome	to	all	our	student	teachers	from	SUNY	Oneonta!

Spanish National Honor Society
On Wednesday, February 15, seven students were 

inducted into the Pachacútec Chapter of Morris Central 
School’s Spanish National Honor Society. To be con-
sidered for induction into the SNHS, the students must 
be actively enrolled in a three semesters of Spanish, 
have a minimum average of 90 for three consecutive 
semesters, and have an overall average of no less than 
80. Additionally, students must not have failed a class 
due to attendance.

“These students are the cream of the crop,” said 
Advisor Joanne Telfer. “They are hard working, kind, 
and full of integrity. It is such an honor to be a part of 
the Spanish Honor Society. It’s not something that is 
available to everyone and for that reason alone, it’s truly 
a special honor. I was a member of this Honor Society 
when I was in High School and College, and now it is 
a great opportunity to pass this along to my students. I 
am very proud of them all.”

Current members include Senior Deirdre Brett 
(Commit tee Chair), Juniors Adam Rutherford 
(Vice President), David Dugan (Secretary), and 
S o p h o m o r e s  Nat h a n i e l  E d wa r d s ,  A s h l e y 
Harrington, William Ranc, Anthony Schoentube 
(Treasu rer),  and Jacob Wal l ing  (President).  
The inductees this year include Senior Bridget Walker, 
Sophomore Renate Carrabba and Freshmen Morgan 
Valentine, Mollie Dugan, Hannah Tilley, Adrianna 
Sperry and Anastasia Edwards.

—Mrs. Joanne Telfer, Spanish

Fourth Grade Art Class: Fourth Graders learned about weaving on 
homemade looms. They decorated their weaving with feathers and 
beads. Levi Waff le said, “he liked the work because it was fun.”

You are Invited!
The Spring Musical

Robin Hood: Tales of  
Ye Merry Woode

Friday and Saturday, March 10-11 at 7:00 p.m.  
Morris Central School Auditorium.  


